Connress of the nited States
Washington, BC 20515

July 21, 2021

The Honorable Pete Buttigieg
Secretary

U.S. Department of Transportation
1200 New Jersey Avenue, SE
Washington, DC 20590

Re: Docket No. DOT-OST-2021-0056

Dear Secretary Buttigieg:

We appreciate this Administration’s commitment to advancing equity for disadvantaged business
enterprises (DBEs) in the transportation sector. However, the lack of a DBE program at the Federal
Railroad Administration (FRA) within the Department of Transportation (DOT) is a pressing issue
that must be addressed in the immediate future.

Establishing a DBE program at FRA would be a significant step toward rectifying historic
discrimination against DBEs in the rail industry. We will only truly succeed as a nation when we
have a level playing field for all qualified businesses seeking opportunities for federally-funded
transportation contracts.

To establish the necessary legal predicate to create a DBE program at FRA, a disparity study must
be completed to present evidence of discrimination against minority businesses. Under the Fixing
America’s Surface Transportation Act of 2015 (P.L. 114-94), DOT was required to complete a
disparity study of publicly-funded intercity rail passenger transportation projects.

Shamefully, it has been nearly six years since the enactment of that legislation and the study has yet
to be completed, due to various delays and obstruction by the previous Administration. It is now
estimated that the study will be complete by the end of 2021. Any further delay would be
unacceptable and allow ongoing discrimination against DBEs to continue unabated and unprioritized
by the federal government.

We strongly urge you to work with FRA to ensure that the disparity study is completed in a timely
manner and the results are promptly transmitted to Congress.



We look forward to working with you and the Administration to ensure a fair shot for all businesses

seeking contracting opportunities with DOT.

Sincerely,

Donald M. Payne, Jr.

Member of Congress

Chairman

Subcommittee on Railroads, Pipelines,
and Hazardous Materials
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Eleanor Holmes Norton
Member of Congress
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Member of Congress
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Member of Congress
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Member of Congress
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Member of Congress
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Member of Congress

Is
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Member of Congress
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